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Democrats continue to salivate at the chances of unseating first-term Republican Sen. Mark Grisanti of Buffalo and they hope his signing of Grover Norquist’s now-infamous anti-tax pledge will give them some ammunition.

One Democratic source calls Grisanti “Grover’s guy” — epithets they hope will stick after Norquist’s pledge is now being blamed (mostly by liberals) for the failure of the Congressional supercommittee. The party also sees an opening after Democrat Mark Poloncarz defeated Republican incumbent County Executive Chris Collins this month.

Norquist was the subject of a “60 Minutes” profile, which portrayed him and his Americans for Tax Reform group as a powerful anti-tax lobby that has an unusual hold over the Republican Party.

There are actually two pledges Norquist’s group has — one for federal lawmakers and another for state representatives and governors. Though the federal pledge appears to be pretty rigid, the state vow does have exemptions for “user fees.”

Grisanti is actually the only Senate lawmaker in New York to sign the pledge. Seven Assembly lawmakers — six if you don’t count Jim Hayes who vacated his seat — have also signed on.

Grisanti, who defeated Democratic Sen. Antoine Thompson in an extremely close race in 2010, resides in a heavily Democratic district, but that could change depending on how it is redrawn in the coming round of redistricting.

There is some reason to be skeptical that this tactic against Grisanti will work. Few voters, even after the supercommittee debacle, probably know who Norquist is or contemplate his hold over the GOP. His group wields more influence on the federal level than it does here in New York, and voters would have to make a leap that Grisanti’s support for the pledge equates to the dysfunction in Washington.

And so far, while a broad majority of both Democrats and Republicans support a millionaires tax, the public seems to loath flip-flopping on issues even more.
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